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1703       which she finds herself to further Your Serene Highness's affairs at present. . . .
I have had an answer from the doctor in Lorraine proposing his remedy; it will be consulted upon at St Germains by the most intelligent and learned of the profession. I enclose a copy of the prescription, that Your Serene Highness may have the satisfaction of submitting it to the excellent and celebrated professors [at Bologna]."
A few days later Rizzini sends without comment an extract from the Paris Gazette, stating that the Modenese envoy at Vienna having been the only Minister to acknowledge the Austrian Archduke as King of Spain, the Most Christian King, in his irritation, has ordered the sequestration of the revenues, and of all the most precious possessions of Duke Rinaldo, as he had not thought fit publicly to disavow the act of his Minister.
Before the end of the year the Duke of Berwick, who had proved himself one of the most brilliant young officers in the French service, attaining the rank of Lieutenant-General at the age of twenty-two, determined to become a naturalised French subject. He sought the Queen's good offices, who took upon herself to support his application to Louis XIV, and succeeded in obtaining the act of naturalisation, which was to prove a not unimportant factor in her son's future career.
